FUTURECORPS

Flushing's Lowell H.S.
Students Work With Seniors

n a recent afternoon, several
o students from Lowell High

Schoal in Flushing were working
in the kitchen of Ozanam Hall Nursing
Home in Bayside, helping the seniors
who live there,

The students were creating packets of
a thickening agent that is sent to resi-
dents with their meals to aid in swal-
lowing and digestion. Others were
working in the stock room to organize
items to be distributed throughout the
facility.

"l enjoy it. | learned that | have to work
hard at what I'm doing.” said Kimberly

Chin, 19, a volunteer. The program
gives students with special learning
needs real-life work experience. "The
seniors are nice, they are kind... and you
would love to be around them,” added
Kimberly
Their project is part of Newsday's

FutureCorps, an initiative involving
thousands of students throughout
Queens and Long Island in community
service

Violet Progroszewsky, 16, has been
volunteering in the program since
December, "l learned that we have to
be quiet in this place,” she quipped

But more importantly, according to
teachers Gay Alexander and Irene King,
who run the program as part of their
Life Skills curriculum, she is also learn-
ing job skills, gaining valuable experi-
ence and building a resume.

Magdalene Smolen, of Ozanam Hall,
said, "It closes the intergenerational
gap.” She says it gives seniors an
opportunity to recall their past and
share stories about their lives with the
students.

Eimberly summed up the program and
her work: | am doing to others as |
would like them to do to me.”



